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SUBJECT: CUBANS IN GUYANA: IS PEREZ CONCERNED? 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. PM BURNHAM'S SPEECH TO NATION FEBRUARY22 
ON EVE OF REPUBLIC DAY WAS HEADLINED IN GOVT-OWNED PRESS WITH 
"PM NAILS LIES AGAINST GUYANA". ONE POINT OF FOCUS WAS ATTITUDE 
OF VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT ANDRES PEREZ TOWARD GUYANA AND CUBAN 
PRESENCE HERE. 

2. BURNHAM SAID QUOTE IN THIS WEEK'S DOMESTIC ISSUE OF TIME AT 

PAGE 25 THERE IS UNSOURCED REPORT THAT "NOW PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES 
PEREZ (OF VENEZUELA) FRETS OVER REPORTS OF SEVERAL HUNDRED CUBAN 
SOLDIERS IN NEARBY GUYANA. COMPARE THIS WITH THE MESSAGE FROM 
PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ DELIVERED TO ME THROUGH HIS AMBASSA- 
DOR. I PREFER TO ACCEPT THE ASSERVATIONS OF FRIENDSHIP AND IDENTITY 
OF THRUST COMING DIRECTLY FROM THE PRESIDENT RATHER THAN TO PAY ANY 
ATTENTION TO THE CYNICAL ATTEMPT OF SOME PAID LACKEY SEEKING TO 
SOW SEEDS OF DISSENSION BETWEEN NEIGHBOOURS HERE IN LATIN AMERICA. 
CLEARLY SOME HAWKS ARE BENT ONDISCREDITING GUYANA AND LAYING 
THE BASISFOR INTERVENTION AND OR DESTABILIZATION. BUT THEY HAVE 
TO BARGAIN WITH THE MASSED PARTY OF THE PEOPLE S NATIONAL CONGRESS 
UNQUOTE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 GEORGE 00371 241919Z 

3. REPUBLIC DAY MESSAGE FROM VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR ADBELKADER 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


MARQUEZ ADDRESSED TO PM AND TO WHICH HE REFERRED IN SPEECH READ 
AS FOLLOWS. QUOTE ON BEHELF OF PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ AND 
THE GOVT ANDPEOPLE OF VENEZUELA. PLEASE ACCEPT SINCEREST CONGRATU- 
LATIONS ON THE OCCASION OF THE SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF GUYANA AS A 
REPUBLIC. 

THE 23RD DAY OF FEBRUAR 1976 PROVIDES YET ANOTHER OCCASION FOR OUR 
TWO NEIGHBOURING STATES TO RECALL THAT WE HAVE BOTH BEEN 
VICTIMS OF EUROPEAN IMPERIALISM AND COLONIALISM. TODAY, 

BOTH VENEZUELA AND GUYANA STRIVE TO OWN AND CONTROL ALL THEIR 
NATURAL RESOURCES WHILE STRIVING FOR A NEW INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
ORDER. 

MAY I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REITERATE THE SENTIMENTS AND 
THE UNDERTAKING GIVEN BY PRESIDENT PEREZ TO PROVIDE ALL NECESSARY 
ASSISTANCE REQUIRED TO ACCELERATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOR THE 
REPUBLIC OF GUYANA AND ALL ITS PEOPLE, INCLUDING ASSISTANCE 
REQUIRED FOR A POSSIBLE JOINT DEVELOPMENT OF THE MAZARUNI-CUYUNI 
BASIN, INCLUDING THE HYDRO-POWER PROJECT. 

MAY I ALSO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT EACH 
REPUBLIC DAY WILL BRING OUR TWO COUNTRIES STILL CLOSER 
TOGETHER. UNQUOTE. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

4. COMMENT: MARQUEZ ADMITTED TO ME THAT HE HAD COMPOSED THE 
MESSAGE, SINCE HE AND PEREZ ALLEGEDLY HAVE UNDERSTANDING WHICH 
ALLOWS HIM CONSIDERABLE LEEWAY. ITS THIRD WORLD RHETORIC IS 
TYPICAL OF MARQUEZ. DESPITE HIS PUBLIC ASSERTION OF CONFIDENCE IN 
PEREZ, BURNHAM IS OBVIOUSLY CONCERNED OVER VENEZUELA'S REACTION 
TO GUYANA'S CUBAN CONNECTION AND OVER WHAT HE CLAIMS TO SEE AS 
A BRAZILIAN-U.S. DESTABILIZATION CAMPAIGN. WE DOUBT WE REALLY 
INTERPRETS THE VENEZUELAN REPUBLIC DAY MESSAGE AS SIGNIFYING 
ANYTHING OTHER THAN MARQUEZ' PENCHANT FOR RHETORIC. WE WOULD BE 
INTERESTED IN ANY VENF.ZF.T JET .AN REACTION AMEMBASSY CARACAS PICKS UP 
TO THE PUBLICITY IN TIME AND ELSEWHERE GIVEN TO PEREZ' ALLEGED 
CONCERN ABOUT THE CUBAN PRESENCE IN GUYANA, AS WELL AS CARACAS' 
EVALUATION OF EXTENT THAT CONCERN. ALONG SAME LINE, LOCAL BRAZILIAN 
CHARGE TOLD US RECENTLY (MEMCON POUCHED) 

THAT BRAZILIAN AMBASSADOR TO CARACAS ON INSTRUCTION ITAMARATY 
CONFERRED RECENTLY WITH VENEZUELAN FONMIN REGARDING CUBAN PRESENCE 
IN GUYANA. SOURCE INDICATED THAT VENEZUELA SHARED BRAZILS CONCERN. 
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THEY CONCLUDED THEY WOULD KEEP EACH OTHER INFORMED AND THAT 
VENEZUELAN AND BRAZILIAN POSITIONS ON SUBJECT WERE "IDENTICAL". 

5. FYI TO ADDRESSEES: WE HAVE NO INFORMATION ON CUBAN MILITARY 
PERSONNEL PRESENT IN THE NUMBER ALLUDED TO BY TIME MAGAZINE. 

AS WE REPORTED, THERE WERE TEN OR SO CUBAN TECHNICIANS HERE IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH THE INSTALLATION OF THE CUBAN AIRPORT REFUELING 
FACILITY A FEW WEEKS AGO. WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THESE WERE 
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MILITARY OR CIVILIAN, THOUGH THEY WERE INITIALLY HOUSED AT A LOCAL 
HOTEL, THEN APPARENTLY TRANSFERRED FOR THE REMAINDER OF THEIR STAY 
TO A GUYANA DEFENSE FORCE INSTALLATION. WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER 
THEY ARE STILL IN THE COUNTRY. 

KREBS 
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